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Takabuti

Takabuti was brought back from Egypt in 1834 by Mr Thomas Greg of
BaIlymenoch,Honwood,co.Down.Her body was donated and unwrapped at the Ulster museum in
1835. Takabuti was the first mummy brought to Ireland and one of two mummies ever

; unwrapped in the British Isles. Another mummy brought to Belfast in 1850 was called

1 Tiesmutperet. She was buried at the entrance to the Valley of Kings, which means she was a very
important person. Sadly when she was unwrapped her body had turned to dust.

o5

Going by the hieroglyphics on Takabutis sarcophagus we learnt her name, that she was married
and that she was a daughter of a priest from Amun. Her mother was called Taseniric. Takabuti was
20 to 30 years old when she died.She was a young woman from the Thebes in ancient Egypt
which is now called Luxor. We know she was around this age because scientists have studied her
body closely. Her jaw and teeth especially show no signs of diseases or arthiritis.

Takabuti was stabbed with considerable force in the back of her upper left shoulder.It fractured
several ribs and was the cause of her death,suggesting she was murdered. Egypt suffered attacks
4 and invasions during the 7th century BC. This included the major city of Thebes wich was

| !rie destroyed in 663 BC. Perhaps Takabuti lived and died during these troubled times.

Takabutis hair was auburn, not the colour type normaly associated with Egyptian women. Most
ptian women either wore wigs or had a shaved head to avoid head lice. Mummies usually had

i {2ir heads shaved when their bodies were being prepeared but not TakabutiWho ever
4 .Vmpearea Takabutis body cut,curled and gelled her hair. Another unusal thing about Takabutis

R mummifacition was that most mummies had their brains removed from the nose or the eye
! sockets but Takabutis had been removed from the base of her skull at the top of her spine and
then packed together again. Her eye sockets and nose show no damage. We previously thought
that Takabutis heart was missing - but remarkably it survived. As part of the original

et mummifacition process it was removed,then wrapped and replaced back into position,ready for
i Takabuti to make her journey to the afterlife.

Staff at Liverpool John Moores University have used modern technology and digital imagary to
suggest this is what Takabuti may have looked like.
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| went to see Takabutis body at the Ulster Museum. | was very surprised by the colour of her skin. |

thought it would be brown but it was black. Her body looked like it had be
hands were verylong

en dipped in tarmac. Her
but her feet small, they were so well preserved you could see each individual
toe and the arch in her foot was still defined. You could still see the waves in her hair. It re

ally is
amazing to see how well preserved the body was and that the Egyptians have captured people in
time for us to learn about today.
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HIEROGLYPHICS

The word hieroglyph means sacred carvings.

This then became the formal writing system used in Ancient Egypt.
Hieroglyphs combined logo graphic, syllabic and alphabetic elements.
There is believed to be near 1000 distinct characters.

Religious scriptures were used on wood or papyrus paper.

It could be wrote in any direction and the reader could translate by
following the direction of the symbols.

A single picture could mean a whole word or letter. For example a
picture of an €ye could mean Eye or I.

The Egyptians wanted their writing to be beautiful and look like art
when it was on walls.

Egyptians didn’t use punctuation.

Hieroglyphics was complicated to read, children as young as six or

Seven were trained as Scribes so they could read hieroglyphs in the
future. )

Scribes were well paid, didn’t have to enter the army or pay taxes.

Only the very wealthiest parents. children were chosen, it was seen as
a great honour.

When Greek invaded Egypt many scribes had to learn Greek as well. Ip
1799 a French soldier found a special stone in the City of Rosetta.
The stone had the Same message wrote in both Greek and hieroglyphs,
this was important as it started the journey of translating
hieroglyphs.
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Designing My Pyramid

This is a diagram of a pyramids layout. I am going to use this
structure to design my own pyramid that would be built in 2022!

A Pharoh would have a sarcophagus, four canopic jars,wall
paintings, food,clothing and jewellery,boats and chariots,oils and
ointments,weapons,games and a curse!

This is what a Kings Chamber would have looked like inside.
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The Egyptians lived along the River Nile. They used the water for drinking, cooking and to
help grow crops.

It was also great for fishing and they also used the River Nile for transportation.

The pyramids were used for Pharachs. They were built for them when they passed away
for their bodies to lay in rest and for their loved ones as well.

The Pharaohs were buried with all their treasures and anything else they believed they
would need in the afterlife.

Pyramids were also built pointing up to the sky to guide mummies to the afterlife.

The Egyptians were famous for mummification. They preserved bodies as they believed it
would make your soul last forever.

So far over 130 pyramids have been found in Egypt.

The Egyptians were always trying to invent new ways to heal the body. They used mouldy
bread to stop infections and most of the time it worked!

The Egyptians wore make-up to protect their skin from the hot sun. They normally wore
black galena or kohl which was made from lead and green malachite powder which was
made from copper.They wore black to protect their eyes from the sun and used green as
they thought it made their eyes look bigger and protected whoever wore it.

The Egyptians invented many things such as medicine, paper, pens, locks, keys, cosmetics
and even toothpaste.

Cats were very special in Egypt. Most households had a cat to represent good luck.

They used hieroglyphs which the alphabet was formed in. it had over 700 of them!
Hieroglyphs is a Greek word meaning “sacred carving. “ \

There were over 2000 Egyptian Gods. Most of the Gods were shown with an animal head
and a human body. Some of the most famous ones were

Osiris was the king of living. Thoth was the king of knowledge and wisdom. Ra was the
king of the sun and radiance. There were over 2,000 Egyptian Gods.
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| After reading about the mummification process | decided to conduct an experiment to see how salt worked in
mummification. To do this | would use a

n apple as my body and cover with salt for 6 days to see if there was a i
| change in shape and had it dried out? F

or a comparison | would also see what changes happened to an apple
| uncovered in salt to see how it decayed.

For the experiment you will need:
| 2 cups
| 1apple
| aknife
| chopping board
measuring scales
table salt
‘ bicarbonate of soda

. ' Method:

1. You will need to cut your apple into quarters and place 1single
apple!)

“quarter into each cup
|
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| 2. Weigh out i
‘ gh out 40g of bicarbonate of soda and pour over 1 of the apples to cover it

|

)

3. Next weight out 8og of salt and iti
: pour it into the sa i i
the apple is coated and none of the apple should be :;;::E; GRS

AT sy
ewhere cool and out of the sunlight.

e I
| 4. Leave both slices of apples in their cups som
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Mummified Apple

Grovered 2P

n was hard and had dark
1ts sKM 7ins on it. It was
ye}loﬂwe and had brown wavy
still of where the flesh was
lines to dry out.

The baking soda and salt had a
small yellow stain on top of its
surface. The surface was hard as
if it had formed a crust.

starting T
=6 felt like smooth
::gb::fl e flesh of the apple
T had brown green and yellow
e outer skin was still

:;:;niike it was the day it had

been cut.

The surface was still very hard
to gouch and another yellow
stained patch has appeared on
the surface.

flesh is very brown and
:’r'inkled- The outer skin is
starting to dry out at its

edges.

The apple has turned brown and
the skin is continuing to dry
out from the edges. It feels
squishy under the skin but the
outside flesh is very smooth and
soft.

Around the seed it is really
dried out and is now very hard.
The apple is has a little bit of
flexibility.

The table salt and baking soda
surface was now so hard it had
cracked.

No change.

some of the surface has fallen
away and there is a big yellow
stain now like the two stains
have joined into one.

It is starting to smell. It
smells sour, the outside skin is
very bumpy and the skin is
starting to wrinkle slightly.
You can bend the apple without
it snapping.

No change.

What did | discover?

The apple slice is still very
big compared to the mummified
apple. Around the seed has
started to crack.

| discovered that salt is very good for mummification and it actually works!
The salt and baking soda took all of the moisture out of the apple that was covered | could even feel how wet the
salt was. If this experiment worked in 6 days | have no doubt this worked on real bodies and only took forty days.

There is no change to the outer
surface. when I uncovered the
apple the apple was dried out,
it had shrunk in shape compared
to the other apple slice. The
skin along its edges where black
and dark brown. Its flesh was
also very brown. The apple was
very flexible and I could bend
it without it snapping in two.
It smelt of nothing but the salt
and baking soda smelt of apple.
The baking soda and salt was wet
under the crust, it had absorbed
the apples moisture. The skin on
the outside of the apple has
deep wrinkles.




